







Lesson 4: Jesus Calls Matthew
Elementary (4th grade - 6th grade)
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“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.” Hebrews 4:15
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Here are a few options for the beginning and end of your lesson times. Below are some suggested options:

Worship: You can have a volunteer lead a worship song with an instrument. Worship flags and toy instruments help keep kids engaged. If you don't have a musician, a worship song or video can work.
Centers: Divide the room into a few different stations, for example, one with card games, another with free drawing/coloring, etc.
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Recite the monthly Bible verse (repetition is key). You can help the children make up hand motions that go with the verse.

Then say: “We have been talking about when Jesus called his disciples. Last week we heard the story of Peter, James and John. Who remembers how Jesus called them? What were they doing? (Let children answer) Yes, while they were fishing. 

“Well today we are going to talk about Matthew. Does anyone know what Matthew’s profession was? (Let children answer) Yes, he was a tax collector. Was that a great job to have? (Let children answer) No, it wasn't. A tax collector worked for the Romans, and the Romans were ruling over and oppressing the people of Israel. It was very bad. To be a tax collector meant Matthew was betraying his family. He was betraying the people of Israel.

“So how could Jesus call someone who was betraying God’s chosen people? (Let children answer) 

“Let's watch and see.”
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 Video 6- Jesus Calls His Disciples (rewatch)
 
Say: “Jesus called Matthew because he saw who Matthew was, and wasn't offended by the way he was living. We can do the same, at the park, in school and even in our own home.”
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Why did people question Jesus? (He had dinner at a tax collector's house.) 
Why was Matthew forgiven? (He turned from his sin and followed Jesus.) 
What does Matthew’s story tell us? (No matter how bad you have been, Jesus still wants you to follow him.) 
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Allow around 15-20 min for this section. Give each student a Bible. Break students into groups and assign them a scripture to read together. After they have some time to discuss, have them nominate a group member to read the scripture and share what they think it means.
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Matthew 9:9-13
Why was it bad to be a tax collector? (Matthew was a tax collector for the Romans. The Romans oppressed and mistreated the Jews. Matthew would often charge people extra money, which made him wealthy.)
Does Matthew leave behind his wealth to follow Jesus? (Yes Jesus said “follow me,” and Matthew left his tax booth and followed him.)
When Jesus goes to Matthew's house there are many sinful people there. What does Jesus say to the Pharisees about this? (It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.)
Is Jesus there to heal people who are physically sick or spiritually sick? (The people at Matthew’s house are spiritually sick. Jesus shows them mercy so that they might follow him too and leave their sin behind.)
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Say this together:
I am a child of God
I am fearfully and wonderfully made
Jesus’ blood paid for EVERYTHING
Nothing can separate me from His love
With God ALL THINGS are possible
His presence is transforming my life!
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Items needed: 
Activation Station sheet
Crayons or colored pencils 

Preparations: 
Print activation worksheet
Instructions: 
Read the top of the worksheet out loud, and invite the Holy Spirit. Have children draw or write what they are seeing from the Lord.
Take turns sharing what the Holy Spirit showed them.


[image: image4.png] Activity: Follow Jesus Maze
Items needed: 
Follow Jesus maze
Preparations: 
Print 

[image: image2.png] Craft: Feet Tracing  
Items needed: 
Feet Tracing sheet 
Crayons 
Preparations: 
Print 
Instructions:
Place paper on the floor.
Have the children place their feet on either side of the words “follow me.”
Volunteers trace their feet (or they can trace their own feet). 
Allow children to decorate. 
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